The impact of carbon emission and forest activities on health outcomes: empirical evidence from China.
The higher economic growth of China intensifies the consumption of fossil fuel, such as coal and oil, for electricity generation, transportation etc., which is responsible for environmental degradation through the emissions of carbon, sulfur, and nitrogen etc. The objectives of this study are to investigate the impact of greenhouse gas emission on health issues and provide the effective solution to overcome health-related issues, caused by carbon, sulfur, and nitrogen emission. For this purpose, we propose that higher afforestation activities can help to mitigate the carbon emission and can help to reduce the health diseases. The findings of quantile regressions reported that an increase in carbon emission causes significantly higher health issues. On the contrary, afforestation activities reported a negative coefficient, suggesting that growth of forests can be useful measure in control of health issues. The findings of the current study can be utilized in policy making and to explore the nexus between greenhouse gas emission, afforestation, and health issues.